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- | Reverend Mc HURLY, 


4 Late a Prieſt of the cha of * Rowe: 


geg ob having given us rational 

6 ff faculties for our guide and di- 

WET ba rection, it becomes our duty to 

cultivate and improve them, and we 

 # ovght not to reſign up our underſtand- 
ing to others, unleſs we are perſuaded 

that we may be ſecure from error if we 
follow them. For the uſe of our reaſon, _ 
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Hence it is that our underſtanding is 


dur will: for if we obſerve the ſcriptures, 


and the freedom of our will, are the 
greateſt prerogatives of our nature: ſo 


we ſhould always'claim them, and ne- 
ver part with them, unleſs it pleaſed 
God to ſecure us from all error, by ex- 


preſsly putting us under the direction 


and dictates of others, of whoſe unerr- 
ing judgment we ſhould be convinced 
from his divine word. But ſuch direc- 


tion is evidently unneceſſary : for if we 


endeavour to make the beſt uſe we can 


of our intellectual faculties, we may 


expect the ſecret aſſiſtance of the holy 
Ghoſt, in enabling us to know and 


comprehend the precious truths of re- 


ligion, as we do expect to be inwardly 
ſtrengthened to love and obey them. 


to be employed in finding out truth, as 
our will is to be employed in obeying it; 


ſince it is clear from reaſon and ſcripture 


that our underſtanding is free, as well as 


we ſhall find throughout them a con- 
ſtant appeal to our reaſon; authority is 


proofs and illuſtrations brought to con- 
vince the mind: which proves that Goo 
| OO. '* choſe 


not uſed, but explanations offered, 1 


choſe to deal with us in the manifeſtation 
of his will, ſuitably to the rational facul- 


ties which he gave us for our guide and 
and direction, fo that by making aright -. 


uſe of them we may be able to give an 


anſwer to every man that aſteth us a rea- 


ſon of the hope that is in us, 1 Pet. iii. 15. 
It is well known that the church of 


| Rome runs quite counter to theſe evident 
truths, and declares herſelf an open ene- 
my to every thing that may enlighten 


che underſtanding concerning the doc- 


trine of Salvation. She ſo mueh dreads 


hereſy, that ſhe thought the only way 
to preſerve her votaries from being taint- 
ed, was to leave them in aperfect ſtate 
of ignorance; and ſhe really acts very 


is conſequentially, for ſhe never was ſo 


'l triumphant as in the moſt dark and bar- 
barous ages. As ſoon. as men became 


they are pleaſed to call ſuch as make the 


holy ſcriptures the ſole rule of their 


faith; and in this, as well as many 
other points, they cloſely imitate the 


Feu, who called the apoſtles themſelves 


by that odious name, Alis xxiv. 14. 
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learned, they became heretics: for ſo _ 
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flearned men: but they muſt be very bad 


There are, and have been, in that 
communion, many very pious and 


papiſts; for if they were obedient chil- 


dren to their holy and infallible mother 


the Church, they muſt be very ignorant 


in matters of religion; ſince ſhe utterly 
forbids them all means of coming at the 
truth. They cannot believe their ſenſes 
without falling into a damnable hereſy, . 


=. by believing bread to be bread; and 


conſequently — muſt — up their 


_ to * wang 
throu —— ——— 1a theſe chan- 
nels. - S She cannot allow them to Exa- 


mine the grounds and reaſons of their 
faith; for that is the ſpring from which | 
all hereſies low. She forbids her vota- 
ries to read the ſcriptures, or at leaſt to 
believe that they can underſtand hem, 


and fo deprives them of all means of 


8 the revealed truths of Go 
may then be eaſily judged how i 1 
rant _ chriſtian wn ns who is a I 
ue good 5 | 
Je muff ſeem i to ſuch as do not 
| make a due allowance for early preju- 
dice, how any N who has bad an 
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be ſo blind as not to ſee immediately th 
inconſiſtency of this ſyſtem with the 
light of the goſpel; but it is to be con- 
nidered, that by new definitions and * 
t maxims, to which their ſcholars are ac- 
# cuſtomed, in the ſtudy of philoſophy, 
he _ are prepared to ſwallow. down 
more eaſily. when they, come to 
a udy of divinity. then the 
Barren of thechurch that expreſsly 
defined theſe abſurdities, is the rule and 
ſtandard of their belief; and conſequent - 
W | — hey are nat to be deubted. So that 
i are never alarmed at the greateſt 
ir difficulties that 
having a train of 


be {et before them, 
f philoſophical terms to 
ſerve, as they imagine, their turn; and 
if they are heaten out. . — 
ments, they retire into the impregnab 
Ss — pd 88 INFALLIBILITY, 
where pretended Apoſtolica! Tradition, 
w bich is known to be their faithful ally, 
comes to their aid, and ſupplies them 
with arms to repel every pm 4 What- 
ſoever is held by the church of Rome, 
and is — 94; + found in ſcripture, is 
luppoſed to be — down from the 
1 | HT: 
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3 4 And how do they know this 
- avadition to be apoſtolical? Why, when 
they cannot point out the time that ſuch 
a doctrine commenced, or do not know 
the author thereof, nor thefountain from 
which it fyrung, then they hold that 
doctrine to be derived from apoſtolical 
tradition. And ſuch, according to the 
doctors of Rome, are the following, 
namely, The ſacrifice of the maſs; 
* jnvocation of ſaints; the merit of 
«© good works; the univerſal paſtorſhip F 
aof the Biſhop of Rome; the conſecra- XY 
cc tion of the baptiſmal font; the mat- 
e ter, form and effect of the ſacraments 
of holy orders, matrimony, extreme 
& unction; (prayers for the dead; au- 
LT s rxicular confeſſion; and the indiſpenſi- 
ble neceſſity of ſatisfaction to Gop 
4 for ſin, by penance,” c. It is thus 
they make the laws of GOD of no effect 
it their traditions, Matr. xv. 3. and 
_ worſhip him in vain, teaching for doc- 
trines the commandments of men, you V. 


39. A 
. ſee what a bad opinion theſe 
people have of the holy Scriptures. - | 
wy plainly own, that the Bible can- 

not 
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not prove ſo much as one of theſe ten 
about which they are always at wa 3 
with the reſt of the chriſtian world; and 9 
for the ſupport of which they have ſpile "i 
more chriſtian blood than even the hea- 
then world had done. And they al- 
ways made it (and are the only ſociety 
of chriſtians that have done ſo) a neceſ- 
ſary duty to ruin and even muider their 
fellow- creatures for religion- ſake: ſo 
that the overgrown power of the church _ 
of Rome has been promoted and carried 
on with more cruelty and oppreſſion, 
not to ſay than religion ever has been, 
BS bur than any other deſign whatever; and 
no wonder, ſince that religion, ſuch as . 
it is now, and has been during a thou- 
14 fand years and more, conſiſts chiefly of 
'F human inventions, brought in to ſerve 
the pride, ambition and intereſt of the 
2 Biſhops of Rome. And to accompliſh 
the tragical ſcene, theſe zealots are not 
content to burn the body of a miſerable 
heretic, as they ſtile him, who falls 
within their power, but they will even 
damn his ſoul to eternal flames, though 
his life has been ever ſo pious and inno- 
cent. This certainly is not that love, 
= A5 that 
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chat mildneſs, that beneffcence, which 
= the ſcripture requires we ſhould have 
l one towards the other, and even to all 
the world. Therefore it is evident that 
| if the church of Rome be infallible, ſhe 
|  ſhews it only by perſevering obſtinately 
| in uncharitableneſs and prefaneneſs; in 


| ſuperſtition and error; in tyranny and 
hereſy; and conſequently in being in- 
fallibly the enemy to Gop and good 
| men. | | 8 ; 
| 
! 


- Gow forbid that theſe tragical expreſ- 
Hions ſhould be applicable ſeverally to 
all the members that conſtitute that bo- 
lf dy. Iam ſenſible that there are man 
of them who at preſent are far from aber- F 
1 ting the unwarrantable impoſitions of 
| the court of Rome; and we lee the little 
| value that our neighbours the French 
| ſer upon theſe uſurpers of chriſtian liber- 3 
| ty, in the expulſion of the Jeſuits and 
i the burning the Pope's bulls by the 
ö hands of the common executioner; ſo 
that this edifice ſeems in ſome degree 
at preſent to reſemble that of the fol ͤ 
man, who baving built bis houſe upon tbe 
ſand, the rain deſcended and the floods | 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upo 


n that 
houſe, TE 


bouſe, and it ſell, and great vas the fall of 


- =" : 4 2 _ 
it, Matt. vii. 26. May it pleaſe almighty, # 


GoD in his own good time to make the 

reſemblance complete! that .ſo all hu- 
man ſuperſtruCtures being thrown down, 
nothing may remain but the TzvuTn, 
Which be gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 
& againſt; Cop himſelf having founded it 
upon that immoveable rock, which was 
the confeſſion of St Peter, delivered in 
holy ſcripture, maintained all along by 
the ancient fathers, and by Gop's bleſs- 
ing reſtored in the reformed churches. 
Having conſidered the diſadvantages 
thoſe of the communion of Rome lie un- 
der, by the care that is taken to keep 
them in the dark concerning the ways 
of Gon, that church tyrannically impoſ- 
ing the belief of every one of her doc- 
trines on the conſciences of her votaries, 
under the higheſt pains of anathemasr, 


and as articles of faith, I muſt here 


Z thankfully acknowledge it as the infi- 
nite mercy. and goodneſs of Goo, that 
he hath been pleaſed to ſet me free from 
this bondage, and to bring me out of 
the groſs ſuperſtitions of popery, in 
wich I was bred, and in chic 4 have 
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F 12 An Account of the Converſion 
been ſo lo 


ng the unhappy inſtrument of | 
: inſtructing others, to the glorious 1 * 1 
of rae true Goſpel of CHRIS rx. E 
Il vas early dedicated to the more im- 
mediate ſervice of Gob, and was ad- 
mitted into the holy order of prieſthood | 
in the year 1753; upon which I went to 
purſue my ſtudies, as it is cuſtomary 
with thoſe that are ordained here in the 
communion of Rome, in a Romiſh uni- 
verlity abroad.  Doway in Flanders was 
the place I fixed myſelf in; where, wen 
ing had the good fortune to obtain the 
premiums uſually given as the reward of 
diligence, I took the degree of Maſter 
of Arts. From thence, in 1759, I was 
received in the quality of LeFurer in 
 . Philoſophy, into the college of Fortet in 
the univerſity of Paris, where I re- 
mained during the ſpace of three years. 
Il I wasat this time rather ſeeking how | 
to defend, than to inquire into, and ex- 
amine the common doctrines of the 
ſchools, not doubting the truth thereof, 
and thinking that the whole difficulty | 
came from the incomprehenſibility of | 
the matter in queſtion; which I am ſen- 
1 fible 1 is the ö caſe of ſeveral well- 
mean- 
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of meaning men of that communion. For - 
ht otherwiſe, what man in his right ſenſes 
. would take upon him to teach that ſin- 

N- ners are to depend upon their own me- 
d- rits—vhen they may ſafely rely on thoſe 

xd of Cunisr Jrsus? That a piece of 

to A bread is to be adored, the ſuppoſed tran- 

ry © ſubſtantiation of which, according to 
ne the council of Trent, depends upon the 
1- intention of another, knowing that his 
as intention may fail, and cauſe idolatry in 

v- the worſhippers; when they may, with 

ne all manner of ſafety and certainty, adore 

of the Saviour of the world, ſitting at the 


right hand of his Father in- heaven? 


That they are to worſhip pictures, the 


in works of mens hands, and to expoſe 
in themſelves to fall into idolatry upon 
e- nice diſtinctions; when not only, with- 
s. out danger, but to the great benefit of 
w-\ IF their ſouls, they may worſhip the true 
x- / \F God in ſpirit and in truth! That they 
ne are to rely on the church, which is the 
f, authority of men, that may err; when 
ty they may depend upon the infallible rule 
of of Gop's word? As to many other arti- 
n- cles looked — as eſſential in this 
|= 
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% dons, — 8 and 
. frigned Miracles, divine Virtue al; i 
**. cribed to Medals, Beads, Agnus Dei, 


and the like;” they are not inſiſted IF. 


upon in France, even ia the ſchools; and 
are commonly termed by the ſecular | 


| in converſation, pious frauds, and 
barmieſ tricks, to feed the devotion of the || 


ignorant. | began at laſt to reflect ſe- | 


riouſly upon the difficulties that occur F 
on ſome of the former heads, and Iem- 


braced the firſt opportunity that offered 
at a public diſputation in the Jeſuits col- þ 
lege-of Lovis /e. grand, and propoſed 
them in the cleareſt light I was capable 


of. Satisfied of the great learning and 


capacity of the Preſident (or Profeſſor) % 
I expected that all my doubts would be 
cleared up; but, contrary to my ex- 
pectation, I got no ſatisfactory anſwer; 


which made me pulh the point with ſome 


warmth, tothe hoe offence, as I found 


afterwards, of ſome who were pleaſed Þ 


do traduce me as a Deiſt, or at leaſt as ö 
a formal Heretic. 1 


l vent ſome time after to Mr Peilbow's | 

houſe, of Argeville in the dioceſe of Sexs, | 

and * there in the quality. "ha a 
| chap- 1 


f tht Reverend Mr Hnr. 13 
haplain; until the month of June, 1 ö 
3 oe returned to Paris, 7 il 
Fyreceptor in a boarding-ſchool. Soon 
Hed after which it was my great 'happineſs 
Fro become acquainted with a worthy. 
gentleman of this city, then at Paris, 
Ito whom I opened the ſtate of my mind, 
and was by his generoſity * to re- 
turn to my native country. I thought 
Fit neceſſary to give this ſketch concern- 
ing the time I ſpent abroad, that thoſe 
| 3 who wiſh well to the Proteſtant cauſe 
may not deem me unworthy of the fa · 
vour that has been done me in receivi 


of Ireland. , 

I ſhall now give an account of the 
order in which | proſecuted: my inquiries, 
I firſt began, as I have already ſaid, to 
doubt of TransUBSTANTIATION ; and 
in time all the ridiculous conſequences 
of that doQrine became evident to my 
& underſtanding. For certainly there ne- 
ver was, never could be a doctrine ſo 
# abſurd, ſo full of ſelf-evident contra- 
dictions, ſo inconſiſtent with the nature 
4 —— ſo deſtructive to all the mo- 
4 f credibility, as this doctrine is; 


me into the communion of the churen 
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and conſequently ſo palpably falſe and 
abominably wicked. Not to ſet forth 
the endleſs chain of evident abſurdities 


flowing from this fountain-head of Ido- 
latry and Profaneneſs, and to which per- 


haps the capacity of the ignorant is un- 


equal; there are too many that are ob- 
vious to the weakeſt underſtanding. 


For if a man be not abandoned and giv- 
en up by Gop to the efficacy of delu- 


ſion, how can he in good earneſt believe 
that a man can MAKE his Gov, and then 
EAT him; that CRRISTH could eat HiM- \ 
SELF, or at leaſt hold himſelf in his 


hands, or betwixt his fingers? which 
muſt have been the caſe, upon their hy- 


potheſis, at the laſt ſupper: that his 
diſciples could eat him before he was K 


crucified by the Jews; that our Saviour 
could give away himſelf with his own 
hands to each of them, and yet till 


keep himſelf to himſelf; that he can be [ 
at the right hand of Gop the father, 


crown'd with all glory in heaven, and 


at the ſame time hacknied about under 


the appearance of a morſel of bread, or 
laid up in a little box, or pixis, multi- 
plied almoſt to an infinity, proportion- 


able 


nd able to the number of the ſeparable par- 


th ticles of the bread; that the King of 


es glory can be made to ſubſiſt in | This 


o- humble and lowly manner, wherever 
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r- © poor, blindfold finners are pleaſed to fix 


n- his abode ; that the Saviour of the. 
b- | world, in his immortal, / glorified body, 


g. can be trampled under foot, reduced to 
/- © aſhes, ſtabbed, thrown into the waters, 
1- | and finally liable to undergo every hour 


that he can be (if I may uſe the expreſ- 
fion) crowded with himſelf, for 
moſt commonly take care to fill eac 


& exiſt ſeparately under the appearance of 
each wafer, where he is condemned to 
remain, chained as it were, in this nar - 


ſenſe can diſcover a corruption in 


Jo oF... - 


poſe was tranſubſtantiated into fleſh and 
Y blood. I am convinced that the weak- 


rong 


infinitely worſe uſage than he ever re- 
ſeived at the hands of the accurſed Jes: 


pixis or box with ſmall wafers, and bx 
virtue of two or three words, he muſt 


row priſon, until it happens that our 
what? in a thing that has no being; 
that is, in bread, which, as they ſup- 


eſt capacity can plainly ſee, that the 
e revealed * are not 


m—_— A Actount of the Conerfion 
ene nnough £0 bear the weight of ſo 


etch of the groſs contradictions that 
this doctrine is loaded withal. 

This led me to examine the ground 
upon which this monſtrous ſuperſtruc- 
ture was raiſed. And I ſoon diſcovered 
the cheat ; finding it was poſitively con- 
trary to ſcripture, utterly unknown ta 
the ancient church and fathers, and not 


even heard of till the fourth council of 


Lateran, heid by Iunccent the third, in 
the thirteenth 
very ſurpri 
that ſaps 


tome 8 


prevail even in theſe dark 
ignorant ages. But when 1 found, 
that they who refuted the doctrine of 


faich, could 
and 1 


| the corporeal preſence of Cunisr in the 


euchariſt, (a principle foiſted in, in the 


ninth century) were adjudged to be 
iſed that the for- 


burnt, I was not ſurpr 
mer. quickly gained ground as well as 
the latter: ſecing that on the one band. 
the Prieſts found their intereſt in 
moting it, as nothing could gain 


more conſideration from the people than 


<<, aaa of making Gop by a few 
ers 


great abſurdities, which are only a 


3 
the foundation of the chriſtian 


ro eee. 
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words; and the people, on the other 
hand, felt the danger of denying it. 
For the anathemas of the church, and 
the terrors of burning, could not fail to 
Glence contradiction, if not to gain 
conſent. 

Then I naturally 2 upon the 
CoMMUNI1CN. IN ONE KIND, Which is 
founded on the doctrine of Tranſulſtan- 
tiation and Concomitance, and I ſaw that 
Caz1sT's inſtitution was clear againſt 
that innovation. By the words = the 
Inſtitution, ALL ſinners, who are admitted 
into covenant. with Gon by the ſacrt- 
fice of the Bopy and BLooD.of Cuniem, | 
are, in the perſons of the 
commanded: to take, eat and DRINK, in 
remembrance of Him. And the conſtane 
practice of the church during twelve 
centuries, is aſtanding monument 5 
the practice of the preſent church of 
Rome. It is with horror I then ſaw, that = 
ſuch. as are bred in popery, and conti- 
nue in error, not through obſtinacy; 
but from knowing no better, were de- 
prived of the comfortable means of ſal» 
vation, which our bleſſed Lord and Sa- 
viour commanded ALL believers wo wieg 


20 n Account of the Converſion 
and that through the obſtinacy and ig- Go 
norance of an aſſembly of fallible men, 4 
Pho in the council of Conſtance, in 1414, ka 
blaſphemed the name of our divine Re- Ar 
deemer, by a moſt profane non obſtante, || ** 
which pretends to annul bis holy inſti- | ze 
tution. . 7 
I began then to conſider the adoration 10 
of IuAcESs, which practice ſeemed to pr 
me to be a flat contradiction to the ſe- © * 
cond commandment; and upon further by 
inquiry, I diſcovered that this worſhi Fs 
(which was not brought into the church 1 
until about ſeven hundred years after | *" 
CnxISr) was abhorred amongſt the chrif- | *' 
tians of the primitive church; and that 3 
the fathers, in the pureſt ages of chriſti- | © 
anity, condemned it as a wicked and by 
_ 4dolatrous practice, flatly and plainly | © 
forbidden by ſcripture. And not with- K 
out juſt reaſon; for ſcripture commands 
us to worſhip an inviſible God. whom 


n man bath ſeen or can ſee, 1 Tim. vi. tl 
16. But the votaries of Popery put P 
more truſt in images and ſhrines than * 


they do in CnrisT ; for though they 


believe that Cn 1s is bodily prefent at ; 
their altars, they go on' pilgrimage IF 
11 e | tl e 
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the images | 
ſaints, they make vows unto them, they 
worſhip” and adore them. The regu- 
lars 2 and the ſecular prieſts 
wink at theſe abuſes, from thence rea 
ing no ſmall gain to themſelves; ſo that 
in this point I plainly ſaw that modern 
Popery had a perfect conformity with 
ancient Paganiſm. And the learned 
Prieſts of that communion acknowledge 


r | candidly, that this practice is abomina- 


ble; but if they ſhould publicly con- 
demnihis worſhip, being publiſhed for 
an article of faith, the council of Trent 
would loſe its credit, and other articles 
would be queſtioned. Beſides, the reſt 
of the prieſts, particularly the FRY Axs, 
would cry out with Demetrius, Sirs, yon 
know that by this craft we bave our wealth,- 
Acts xix. 25. Xt 
Prayers to Saix rs and ANGELS like- 
wiſe became very offenſive to me, ſeeing 
that there is not one precept nor exam- 
ple in the whole ſcripture, either to en- 


] join or to countenance ſuch a cuſtom ; 


but on the contrary, both the new and 
the old Teſtament clearly ſhew, that 
prayer is a worſhip due to Gop alone, 

„ and 


arr ILY 


and beis the propitiation for our fins. And 


and that we ſhould put our hopes and 
confidence only in him. That we ſhould 
worſhip and ferve no other; for be rs 4 
jealous God, that will not groe his glory to 
another. The ſcriptures ſpeak always 
of Gop as a hearer of prayer, ready to 
accept of and anſwer the faithful peti- 
tions of his people. To make our ad- 
dreſſes to ſaints, is as much as to fay, 
that the mercies of Gop were not inh- 
nite, or the interceſſion of CHRIS TH were 
not of infinite efficacy. But he is the Fa- 
ther of all mercies, and the God of ll com- 
fort, bo comforteth us in all our tribu- 
lation; and there is one God, and one medi- 
ator between God and man, the man Chrift 
Jeſus ; and in him dwelleth all the fulneſs 
| of the godbead bodily, and we are complete 
in bim, which is the bead of all principality þ. 
and power. ChHRISY is always propoſed 
to us as the onLy Mediator, by whoſe 
interceſſion we may come unto Gon. 
If any man fin, wwe have an advocate with 
the Father, Jeſus Cbriſt tbe righteous 


whatever you aſe the Father in my name, 
be will give it to you. From theſe, and 
ſeveral other texts of ſcripture, it is 


_ clear, 


clear, that we ſhould not conſtitute any 
creature whatſoever: our Advocate or 
Mediator; for this office belongs to 

HRIST alone, and to his eternal prieſt- 
hood : it being palpable idolatry, and a 
etting other gods before the Lox p, to 
.  Fworſhip and pray to ſaints, as the Pa- 
Ppiſts do. When it is neceſſary to dif- 
guiſe and palliate this practice, they pre- 
end that they aſk only the interceſſion 
of the ſaints. Indeed that is not lawful; 
as I have juſt ſnewn. But they do not 
, Wtop here: they pray for the forgiveneſs 
. df ſins, for a delivery from hell-fire, for 

- the obtaining of the eternity of glory, 

- Wor an abſolution from all their ſins, by 


and 
ould 
is a 
y 70 
vays 


4.4 he merits of the ſaints. And they aſk 
7-15 Prom the ſaints all things that are aſked 
ity dm Gop or Car1sT, with the ſame, 
ſeq If not greater humility both of geſture 


and expreſſion. And certainly the ad- 
vantage is given by them to the bleſſed 
Virgin and the ſaints, as it doth appear 
Iby ten bail Maries in one breath, for 
one pater-noſter And that they look up- 
on the ſaints to be the givers of what 
hey aſk, is evident from the prayer uſed 
onſtantly to the Virgin Mary, _— 8 
| , 
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. ſecrated and maſſes offered to their ho- 


ſtrongly againſt it. How bleſſed and 


24 An Account ef the Converſion 


' of grace, mother of mercy, protect us from 
the enemy, and receive us in the bour of aur 
death; with an infinity of other ſcanda- 
lous invocatians that are daily made uſe 
of by Papiſts. Beſides, altars arg con- 


nour. Thus, like the heathen, they 
honour the creature more than the Crane 
Rom. i. 25. Beſides, I always thought 
it a mournful thing to find the judgment 
of men debaſed to ſuch a degree as to di- 
rect their worſhip to ſaints, who owe 
their divinity to the Pope, the greater 
of whom, were men who made 
profeſſion of idleneſs, filth and beggary 
ere, and gloried in their infamy. 
Alas! what objects for deification in the 
other world; who, not having done any 
good in this, were rather a diſhonour to 
chriſtianity, and an affront to human 
nature! 
As to the worſhip of the holy AnozLs, 
the arguments already uſed conclude 


glorious ſoever, they are nevertheleſs 
created Beings, and are. but the Miniſ- 
ters and Meſſengers employed by Al- 
mighty Gop in the affairs of his _ 
ence : 
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is wholly written againſt this monſtrous 


| worlhip that is not underſtood, - and 


the Deity. - f The Romanifts 


ly own, that this method — 


26 An Actount — = 


| LANGUAGE UNKNOWN to the people, 
appeared to me — —— 


for? hpi chk — 
or it is that the fourteenth chapter 
of St Paul's firſt epiſtle to the Corintbians 


cuſtom; which keeps whole nations in 
ignorance, and extinguiſnes devotion, 
by entertaining them with a form of 
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which conſequently cannot edify the 
hearers. And certainly the ſcriptures; 
both new and old, do nnd us that God's 
worſhip is a reaſonable ſervice; and 
that we ought to know the · true deſign 
and meaning of that duty which e per- 
= to. God ;-cdification and devotion 

being inſeparable from the: worſhip: of 
give weak 
and idle reaſons for that practice, that 
are not worth mentioning, which ca 1 


tivate poor ignorant ſouls; — 
moſt learned of that communion candid 


Gor was unknown not only in the apo- 
ſtles times, but in ſeveral ſucceeding: 


2 CE F-24 #-%- AAS 3-0-7. 


thoſe ancient times extend their e 
over all the weſtern church; and conſe- 
quently could not, after the manner 
—— introduce their language 
amongſt different churches ſooner than 

they were reduced to their obedienee, 
and compelted to udept Ne 


ſla FP 
Asto | Joarinecf — i 


As to the gainfu 
ron v, it always ſeemed: ſtrange to me, 
though I received it under the ſeal of in- 

falibiliry. The principle upon which 
it is taught in the of Rome, is ſo 
far from ee true, that it 
ſeems not reconcileable with the 
notions of common juſtice, namely, that 
the of fin ſhould be on, 
after t | 5 > a nt 
Cerrainly, ack "laſs in an carthly: 
— be called by a very ſevere: 

name. But, praiſed be Gon, the ſerip - 
ture repreſents the divine merey in ano. 
ther light: Ihe blood of Cxisr oLEanss 
rn 45 from all in, 1 4 
» Nare the dead which nie in the Lonn, | 
they. may REST: from: nne 
—— — von. 

fie. Upon examimtiomIfound dat fund 
For Ann B 2 rox r 
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28 Av amid noma N 
TORY was rand Lag IRE era, 
baving been formerly no le 
aca of Maree 2 
than it is at preſent of Popery 55 2 
Heathens held a variety of purg 
= but the E 
tho, as r e een. 
Hb. vi. 4. 77— 80. But as 5 
authority the church of 2 mere. 
be willing to alledge 1 —— 
| Tam: ready to admit that 
tions. about Purgatory — 
gen and others; | but they po 
I receraed in thiicdyrch of Rome: 
Pop reer the Great; ound 
| 600 after Chrif, — —— 
upon him to prongunce — 
a ſire in the bowels of the earth, 
ſmaller ſins were purged by a tempo- 
niſhmenr. 1 
notion afterwards, it was 
— — 
it, or to reject it as he — 
poked N ee 1 
was 
| — — era} Nome. 
retry be an efſential-one, as they 


main» 
2 * 


, of Pagan, 


were publiſhed WF. 


{ 9. 
aintain, they muſt. allow that the 


erm of 1400 years and bp the 
aith of that church (notwithſtanding 
all her rar 4 was defeAroe in a 
oft. i important polnt. Bar ever A 
hat time à trade has been ſet up and 
authoriſed Upon this ond 889 
7orld being made to believe, a 5 
virtue of a certain number of maſſes, 
purchaſed by endowments or other pe- 
uniary conſiderations, ſouls were to be 
redeemed; fo that the words of our Sa. 
jour, wel he tells us that his Bone is is 
7 * prayer, but that it * Was. made 
rot . are appl icable to "that 
chart which in the dark ages invent- 
ed this im poſture, when the ignorance 
of mankind . them capable of be- 
lieving any thing impoſed upon them 
by the court of Rome, whoſe rincipal | 
aim ſeemed! to be no other than to de- 
ceive the whole world, and bring them 
under their yoke. | 
From whit has been ſaid, it is clear, 
that nothing can be more Abſürd than ; 
the prereaſil of the church of Rome to 
an unerring judgment in matters « "6 
faith; ſince it is evident to all the wor! 
that ſhe hath erred, and doth” err m 
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gr ofly, in faich as well as in morals, 
appears from ber tenets when compared 
with the word of Go. To inſtance in 
the following points: 
She requires implicit belief withay 
inquiry: the ſcripture enjoins inqu 
into the truth of every Article of Rell 
gion. Prove all bin » bold faſt the 
tobich is ooo, 1 Thels. v. 21 
| She prope ates her faith by deftrayin 8 
heretics; whereas our Saviour declares 
that he came not to DESTROY mens lives 
but to SAVE them, Luke ix.. 
She makes diſtinctions o "meats; and 
forbids marriage; but in the new teſta 
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ment, 42 or bidding of marriage, and meal. 
1 


is ſtile n ae, 1 Tim. iy 
1, 3. 

She W a great part of devotion t 
conſiſt ib {aying the very ſame praye! 
2 and over, without jntermiſſion 

unisF abſolutely forbids that practice 
When you. pray, uſe not vain repetitions 
as the Naben 40 * they think that th 
Hall be heard for their mucb Speaking 
Matt. vi. 7. 

She adminiſters the ſacraments Ti 

a ſervice i in an unknown tongue, St Pau 
on the contrary, ſays, In tb . 


| of be — ene. Mt 
ore ra 4 y Voice u 
teach others e than ton thouſand in an 
unknown tongue, 1 Cor, xiv. 19. A 
She pays adoration to Saints, 
and to the creatures of Bread and Wine. 
Let her conſider this cheat: They. that 
- worſhip the creature inflead.of the Creator; 
God gives" them over on 4 ne ge . 
Rom. i. 25, 28. % 
She gives . to Jn Abe 
nps ſays, — all rhe the : 
worſhip carved images, Pſal. xevii. 27 
She ſhuts up the Bible: — 4 
CursT commands, Search he ferip» 
tures, John v 9. 
She adds now Tradidiehs tothe Serip.. 
tures, and detracts from God com- 
mandments and CHnIsr's inſtitution in 
the Sacrament, Go Has againſt 
this by the ſtrongeſt denunciation; 
any man Pall add unis theſe things, Gai 
Hall add unto bim be are 
written in this book. And if amy nan — 
tate away, God ſhall ats away bis part out 
of the book of life, & e. Rev. xxii. 185 19 
* creates new Articles of Faith, be- 
Hides and: contrary to the Seriptures. 
Although * if as; 75 


4 13 3 
: * 
1 | # 
; 4 
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But now, ſince all theſe gn ds 


bliſned at Trent and in other, councils, 


and confirmed by Popes, are groſs er: 


rors, ſet up in open contradiction to the 
_ ward of God, there is no doubt 


made but the church of Rame,..inſteat 


of . 
imagined; ing the predic- 
tion, that the 40 F Cl l ws 
| come, Except there came a falli away firſt ; 
an that man of fin be revealed, the Son. of 


Perdition, who oppoſeth and exaltath Bim. 
ſelf. above. all that: is callad Cod, or that 


is worſhipped ; ſothat be as God fitteth in 
the temple of God, ſbewing bimſelf that be 
& Gad. —— Indeed it is 
me hard to conceive how this prophecy 9 


the power which the church of | 


ſumes of controling, and ſetting alide 


the word of God; of granting indul- 
and licenſes for ſin; of changing 


gences 
at pleaſure, by her, own authority, inſti- 


11 tutions of divine appointment; and DE3- 
rum, and commanding the world to 


Wonsnir whom — will. 0 But 
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of thi Reverend My Honlv. 33 
But what is moſt miſchievous to 
them in the affair of INTALLIBILITY: ia, 
that chis * es of- thbeirs ia 
dantly re their own opinions 
pon that head. For ſonke veſt this in- 
Kalle; in the perſon of the Por 5 
have à living judge alas ready to 
guide the church, and to decide cuntro- 
verſies; ſuppoling him 40 have thin right 
as ſucceſſor to St Peter. But all could 
not ſwallo w down this A ln 


ons of fanh.. Kod i recioyehs Popes 
were ſuch a ſueceſſian of men, during 
ſevera} agea, that, 2s · cheir ou hiſtun 


ans haye deſeribed therm. 5 | 


can be | 
characters they give thema are; ſo 
ſuous, that nothing under the authority 
of unexceptionable writes, and the ei. 
dence of the facto Abemielyta, rend 


make them credible; for they glad 
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34 A. Accent of -the Crude 


| their ſhame, mode a ſcience of lewdndls, 
and were not only bur 
8 

and 3 ——— 
 VICEGERENTS upon earth Others there. 


fore ſeat the infallibility in rubs ea corn- 
cilt, or in the diffuſed 


Bur the . prove ch — of 


tive, were not only uſurp- 
but all 1xyosTORS and HERETICS ;' 


d und therefore all thoſe that diſbelieve- 
tts dodtrine, if there were no other rea- 
| foby/ſhould: renounce'the Popiſh com- 
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Iorci An before the Searcher of all 
arts,' that I: ſpeak none of theſe things | | 
cther from malice or prejudice, or from 
any- ſiniſter ends or intereſted motives 
whatſoever, having with all coolneſs ſe- 
iouſly weighed and pondered them; | 
hat there is not upon earth that perſon 
or whom I have the leaſt ill will; that 
yhat I have offered upon this ſubject 
ſued from a ſincere zeal for the falva- 
ion of my own ſoul, and that Go 
ame may be glorified, his truth cleared, 
and all true chriſtians edified. 
But ſhould it be inquired; whether 
heſe obſervations were ſufficient to de- 
ermine me to embrace the communion 
f the church of Ireland? Lanſwer, that 
pon theſe conſideruations, and to get at 
he truth, I ſearched the ſcriptures; and 
he more I ſearched, the more divine 
ruths r out before me. and dim. 8 
__ N — upon due inqui 
ue che principles and rhe cher en i 
Eſtabliſhed religion of England und . -_ 
land were pure, free from e F ; 
onſiſting in that kind of worſhip: men 4 
natural andronf6nant to the Word of 
* and to rant which is inſepa- 
3 „ 
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d are now in darkneſs and error ir 


. connected with by and that : 
8 majeſty of Cod is not treated as delight 
jag in burnt - ſacrifices, or the emp 
pPageantry at which reaſon fickens. A. 
chis Church excels all oth 
for ita pure and uncorrupted Doct 
and. Dikioline, for its Proper, decer 
and edifying Ceremonies ;' See — 
lent Liturgy and Articles; for its co 
Gre and charitable terms of co 
_ munion:; ſo that I hold it to be ev. 
way truly primitive, apoſtolical, cath 
lic and chriſtian: and as I am dete 
mined, hy the grace oſ Gon, to 2dher 
thereto: — of my life, 
will not ceaſe to offer up my moſt 
neſt prayers to Almighty Gop, that | 

nA — — 
pProſper to 5 
enlarge its borders 3 and to bring t 


29 ammon, to the ee 
truth and dhe increaſe of His glo 
our Lord Insvs CurISy, : 
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